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This presentation discusses what we have learned developing a
measure of childrends growth |
practitioners during the 6 to 42 of age.

Data are presented showing the dynamic patterns of changes in
early skills in reference to more complex skills over time

The RTI approach developed by the authors for screening, risk, and
Intervention decision making is described using the measure.

Results of a Tier 2 language interventions implemented by Early
Head Start home visitors and parents are presented.

Implications for child care and early intervention are discussed.
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An RTI approach requires tools that

support evidence-based practice?

_
< Access to measures of short-term growth and
development that can be used for
A universal screening of all children

A progress monitoring for children receiving
Interventions in a decision-making model

« Access to effective, feasible interventions for
use in Tier 1, 2, and 3 services

« Access to professional development and
decision making support enabling
Implementation



Development of measures of short-term

growth in early communication skills for
Infants and toddlers

< Amajor limitation to the RTI approach in early
childhood is lack of validity measure of short-term
growth that practitioners can use to determine a

chi |l dos response to I nte
« In 2002, we began work to develop such
measures

< Carta, J. J., Greenwood, C. R., Walker, D., &
Buzhardt, J. (2010). Using IGDIs: Monitoring
progress and improving intervention results for
Infants and young children. Baltimore, MD:
Brookes.
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What Should the Infant/Toddler Early
Communication Indicator Measures?

General Outcome NThe child uses ges
sentences to convey wants and needs or to express meaning to
ot her so

Constructs Prelinguistic - Spoken
Communication Language

Indicators
Gesture Vocalization Single Words Multiple Words

Months of Age



For Example, Gestures

4 Notice how she
expresses her wants
and needs using
Gestures!
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For Example, Multiple Word
Utterances
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The Total Communication Scol

Gestures | | Vocalizations Single Words| | Multi-Word

Utterances

Total Communication per Minute
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The ECI| Standard Protocol

6-minute play session with a familiar adult
Alternate forms: Fisher Price House and Barn

Adul t foll ows chi | dos
lead)

The occurrence of frequency of key skills are
recorded on a standard data form



The Early Communication
6 to 42 Months

U.S. Office of Special

Education Programs



What are IGDIs and What do

they do?

_ Individual Growth and Development
Indicators

~ Quick indicators of children's growth
toward socially valued outcomes

_ Inform Intervention decision making

~ Focus on key skill indicators rather than
wide-band comprehensive skills
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9 W Approach

Developmental Trajectory

« Early Head Start Normative Samples
(8% with IFSPs)

A 2006 N = 1480 Children

A 2010 N = 5883 Children, 26 programs in 2
states
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A ECI Total Communication
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A‘ ECI Key Skills Trajectories
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7~ ECI Key Skills by IFSP Status
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Interventions for use in Tier 1, 2, and 3

A Access to effective, feasible
A |
services
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Kansas Model Demonstration

¢ +»Center for Promoting Language and
Readiness in Early Childhood

Dale Walker

Jane Atwater, Kathy Bigelow, Laine Johnson, Megan Gilson,
Knsta Patnck, Joyce Shontz, Sean Stacey, Peggy Miksch,
Steve Warren and partnenng KS Part C Infant- Toddler Family
Service Providers TARC-ITS, WCITS, & ITSJC

Juniper Gardens Children’s Project, Schiefelbusch
Institute for Life Span Studies , University of Kansas

October 2010, OSEP DEC KC
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Examples: Commenting and Labe




A Parents Implementing
3.3 Commenting and Labeling
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