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Á What do we know and still need to know about the "school 
readiness gap" for children with disabilities? 

Á What are some achievements in preschool that are predictors 
of later academic performance?

Á What early childhood interventions and curricula are improving 
school readiness outcomes?

Á What are likely to be the most productive areas for future 
research to improve school readiness with or at risk for 
disabilities?

Á What type of infrastructure do we need to guide and link 
research in this areas? 

In 30 minutes or less!





Á 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ Á ×ÅÌÌ-defined literature on school readiness for young children with disabilities.

Á Few longitudinal studies 

Á Which children are we referring to with disabilities? 

Á How do we define who has a disability?

ǐ Categories identified in IDEA?  (Speech and Language Impairment, Developmental Delay, Autism, Emotional 
Disturbance etc.)

ǐ High-risk children (e.g., low birthweight)

ǐ Children with multiple risks?

Á When do we define who has a disability? Who determines whether child has a disability?

ǐ -ÁÎÙ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ɉ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ $ÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȟ %ÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌȾ"ÅÈÁÖÉÏÒ $ÉÓÏÒÄÅÒÓɊ

Á How do we define readiness for children with disabilities?   has taken many forms

Á Success in the next environment ɀdefined by whom?  Teachers?  Parents?

Á How much does performance in the next environment depend on the level of instructional support 
available in the next environment

Á Should family outcomes of transition be considered? 

Á .Should there be unique dimensions of school readiness to consider for children with disabilities? 



Á Discuss the definitional issues around school readiness for 
children with disabilities

Á0ÒÏÖÉÄÅ Á ÂÒÏÁÄ ÌÏÏË ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÇÁÐȱ 
between young children with disabilities and typically 
developing children in preschool and kindergarten

Á Describe what we know about preschool predictors of 
success in kindergarten for children with disabilities.

Á Identify some of the interventions/curricula most likely to 
ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ

Á Begin a discussion of the  infrastructure needed to guide and 
lead research



How is it 
defined for 
children 
with 
Disabilities?

School Readiness


